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COMMUNITY MEETINGS & 
EVENTS

Christmas Jumpoff!

Sponsored by Safety Net

Dudley Public Library - Dudley Sq. 
Roxbury

Saturday, Dec. 2, 2006

1PM - 4PM

Toy giveaway! Raffle! More!

For more info, please call: Alma 
Feliciano @ 617.427.7391

Back Bay Update

Presented by the Back Bay 
Association

Sheraton Boston Hotel - 39 Dalton 

Weekly Update From 
Sam Yoon
From the Office of City Councilor 
At-Large Sam Yoon Week Ending December 2, 2006

Dear Sam,

The purpose of this e-mail update is to keep 
you informed of legislative issues at the City 
Council, current events, and community news.

Enjoy this issue and feel free to contact my 
office with questions or comments! 

Sam Yoon 

Councilor Yoon Files Legislation 
Regarding Tenant-Landlord 
Negotiations
By Jacob Baker

At Wednesday's Council meeting 
(11/29), Councilor Yoon introduced 
an order for legislation requiring that 
landlords recognize tenant 

organizations in the City of Boston and that both 
parties negotiate in good faith in order to avoid 
issues being taken to housing court. 

This legislation was proposed because renters across 
the city, especially low and moderate-income 
renters, are facing significant economic pressure. 
Tenant groups need the ability to bring landlords to 
the table to make sure that their voices and 
concerns are being heard as a group. This is a basic 
right afforded to workers and is an essential pillar of 
the labor movement, which is why this legislation 
enjoys strong support from unions. 



Street

December 4, 2006

8:30AM - 9:45AM

Please RSVP by calling 
617.266.1991

2nd Annual Massachusetts 
Conference for Women

Boston Convention and Exhibition 
Center

Thursday, Dec. 6, 2006

7:30AM - 4:30PM

Keynote speaker: Dr. Maya Angelou

For more info click here!

African Meetinghouse 
Bicentennial

Museum of Afro-American History

Tremont Temple, 88 Tremont 
Street, Downtown Boston

Thursday, Dec. 6, 2006

7PM - 9PM

For more info please call 
617.725.0022 or click on the link 
below!

www.afroammuseum.org

Home For Little Wanderers Toy 
Drive

Friday, Dec. 8, 2006

5PM - 8PM

To learn more about the Home or 
the toy drive, please call 888-
HOME-321

Click here for more info!

17th Annual El Jolgorio 
Navideno 2006

Boston Convention and Exhibition 
Center

Saturday, Dec. 9, 2006

As with most legislation, this proposal does have 
some opposition, much of which revolves around the 
issue of rent control. Some landlords see this as a 
form of rent control. However, bringing tenants and 
landlords together to talk about their issues is simply 
not rent control. 

Councilor Yoon firmly believes that many conflicts 
can be resolved simply by getting both parties to the 
table, thus saving valuable time and resources and 
ultimately, improving communication between the 
parties. The Consensus Building Institute, world-
renown experts in mediation processes, played a key 
role in the shaping of this legislation. 

For more information on the Consensus Building 
Institute, click here:www.cbuilding.org

For more on this legislation, visit the city council 
website or click on the link below!

City of Boston Website/Councillor's Corner

Education Committee to Hold 
Hearing Regarding Mental 
Health Services in BPS
By Harry Harding

On Tuesday, December 5th the 
City Council Committee on Education will hold a 
hearing to review current mental health services 
available to Boston Public School students. The order 
for the hearing was filed by Councilor Yoon and co-
sponsored by Councilor Turner, Councilor Ross and 
Committee on Education Chairman, John Tobin.

Councilor Yoon was prompted to file for the hearing 
after reading a study published in the August 2006 
Journal of Pediatrics completed by Dr. Nancy 
Rappaport of the Cambridge Health Alliance. 

Dr. Rappaport has been invited to testify at 
Tuesday's hearing along with other distinguished 
members of the behavioral health field and 
representatives from BPS Unified Student Services. 

Child mental health is emerging as an issue of 
concern among local professionals and advocates. 
The Boston Globe has reported that several of those 



8PM - 1AM

New England’s largest Latino 
Christmas gala!

For tickets or more information call 
617-529-5267 or click on the link 
below!

www.eljolgorio.org

Boston Tea Party Reenactment

The Old South Meeting House

Sunday, Dec. 10, 2006

5:30PM

For more information call 617-482-
6439 or click on the link below!

www.oldsouthmeetinghouse.org

Human Rights: A Tool for 
Change in Massachusetts?

Presented by the Coalition for a 
Strong United Nations/The Women's 
International League for Peace and 
Freedom and The Mass CEDAW 
Project

Boston Public Library - Copley 
Square, Boston

Sunday, Dec. 10, 2006

1PM - 5PM
Free to the public!
For more information call 
617.304.6555

www.StrongUN.org

concerned have formed a coalition aimed at 
revamping the state's mental health services (see 
article here).

Councilor Yoon has reached out to coalition 
members, encouraging their participation in next 
week's hearing. 

Hearing Date & Time: Tuesday, December 5th @ 
3pm
Hearing Location: Ianella Chamber, City Hall - 5th 
Floor

Councilor Yoon Seeks 
to Review Property 
Tax Assessments For 
Seniors
By Jacob Baker

On Wednesday (11/29), 
Councilor Yoon filed a 
Hearing Order regarding the calculation of the 
interest rate used in the City of Boston’s tax 
deferment program. 

Like many cities, Boston has a tax deferment 
program by which persons 65 years of age or older, 
who have incomes of less than $40,000 per year, 
can defer their property taxes until they are 
deceased, or until the property changes ownership. 

Councilor Yoon strongly supports this deferment 
program but has questions regarding the interest 
rate, currently set at eight percent. Of the many 
cities across the country which have this type of 
program, Boston has one of the highest interest 
rates. Councilor Yoon is concerned that seniors may 
not participate in the program because of the high 
cost of repayment imposed by this interest rate. 

This Hearing Order was referred to the City Council’s 
Ways and Means Committee.

To review hearing order click on the link below!

Tax Deferment Hearing Order



LeadBoston Welcomes 
Councilor Yoon to 
Dialogue
By Harry Harding

On November 8th, one day 
following Massachusetts' 
historic gubernatorial results, 
members of LeadBoston 
gathered in City Hall's 
Piemonte room for a post- election discussion. 

The group, made up of mid to senior level 
professionals from various backgrounds, are part of 
a signature leadership development initiative created 
by the Boston Center for Community & Justice 
(BCCJ). 

Councilor Yoon was invited to the dialogue and 
asked to share his thoughts on the 2006 election 
and the challenges facing the new governor-elect, 
Deval Patrick, whom Sam supported early on in his 
candidacy.

For more information about LeadBoston and BCCJ, 
please click on the link below!

www.bostonccj.org

Constituent Services Spotlight

Helping constituents across the 
city with their needs, whether 
large or small, is one of the most 

important services my office performs. 

On a weekly basis, my office receives dozens of calls 
from residents who need assistance for various 
issues. Periodically the newsletter will share some 
examples of casework the office is handling. This is 
intended to highlight day-to-day activity and provide 
you with general ideas of how my office may be 
helpful to you and your community.

[Actual names have been changed to protect the 
constituents’ privacy] 

Miss Abrams, a resident of Dorchester, and several 
neighbors became frustrated due to noisy 
construction on their street. 



Miss Abrams noticed the repairs taking place after 
dark and on Sundays, both of which requires 
appropriate permitting from the city. After observing 
no posted permits for construction, Miss Abrams 
contacted our office for support. 

Our office contacted the Inspectional Services 
Department (ISD), who promptly sent an inspector 
to the address to investigate. There was in fact no 
permit granted for the construction. ISD issued a 
stop-work order and construction will not be allowed 
until the property owner has acquired the needed 
permit(s).

From the Library of Councilor Yoon
Better Together by Robert Putnam

From time to time Sam will recommend 
books and studies that he has been 
reading and discuss their impact on his 
work as a city councilor.

This book was a gift from the Lexington League of 
Women's Voters (the author, a prominent Harvard 
professor, lives in Lexington). This is a follow-up to 
Robert Putnam's groundbreaking "Bowling Alone" 
which defines the concept of social capital for 
American society today. 

Better Together is a set of case studies of 
organizations, from the Chicago Public Library 
system, to Saddleback Church, to our own Dudley 
Street Neighborhood Initiative, which create social 
capital— that "stuff" that holds our communities 
together and buffers us from social ill.

Questions for Sam about this book? Want to share your thoughts? 

Contact Sam via email @ Sam.Yoon@cityofboston.gov

Help Make Our Newsletter Better

This newsletter is intended as a resource for information for all of 
our city's communities. With Councilor Yoon, together we share 
the belief in a better Boston. In the future there will be an 
opportunity to subscribe to the Weekly Update From Sam Yoon. 
Watch for announcements!

If you would like to share information about an event or meeting 



in your community, please contact Harry Harding in our office via 
email or phone using the contact information below.

Follow up Links

  City Of Boston
  Community Event Search
  Boston Housing Authority
  My Neighborhood/My District

email: harry.harding@cityofboston.gov
phone: 617-635-4217 
web: http://www.cityofboston.gov/citycouncil


